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The summer and autumn of 1778 passed unevent-
fully for Washington and his army. He was not
strong enough to risk any severe fighting, but wished
to be near the enemy's troops to keep close watch on
them and to take advantage of any mistake in their
moves. We cannot see how he could have saved
himself if they had attacked him with force. But
that they never made the attempt was probably
owing to orders from London to be as considerate of
the Americans as they could; for England in that
year had sent out three Peace Commissioners who
bore the most seductive offers to the Americans.
The Government was ready to pledge that there
should never again be an attempt to quell the Col-
onists by an army and that they should be virtually
self-governing. But while the Commissioners tried
to persuade, very obviously, they did not receive
any official recognition from the Congress or the
local conventions, and when winter approached,
they sailed back to England with their mission ut-
terly unachieved. Rebuffed in their purpose of
ending the war by conciliation, the British now re-
sorted to treachery and corruption. I do not know
whether General Sir Henry Clinton was more or
less of a man of honor than the other high officers in
the British army at that time/We feel instinctively
loath to harbor a suspicion against the honor of thesethe British army. There were fashion
